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Registration Is Open 

APRIL 14 - Pool Board Meeting @7pm via Zoom

APRIL 23 - Clean-Up Day #2 (Volunteer) @ 10am-3pm

MAY 7 - Painting Day (Volunteer) @ 10am-3pm

MAY 27 - POOL OPENS @ 4pm!

MAY 31 - Swim and Dive Practice Begins

JUNE 11 - Time Trials @ 9am-12pm

JUNE 16 - RAFT NIGHT! @ 6pm-8pm
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E

C A P I T A L  I M P R O V E M E N T  C H A I R  

B O A R D  H I G H L I G H T S

W E L C O M E  T O  P A R L I A M E N T  P R E S S

     If you've driven by the pool lately, you've seen some dramatic changes taking place

over the last couple months.  We highlighted in the first Issue the clearing of "Jumanji"

near the baby pool.  Equally as exciting, as part of our multi-year Capital

Improvement Plan, the Board voted this off-season to update the Club House siding,

fascia, and soffits.  As soon as construction began, the benefits were obvious, making

our facility weather proof and eye-catching.  We also began updating the exterior

lighting to LED fixtures, which will help reduce our electric bill and create a safer

environment for our nighttime activities.  Check out Page 4 for some Photos or drive

by the Pool to see the changes in person.

     There is a lot more to come with our Capital Improvement Plan that we will be

sharing in the near future.  Our goal is to create a welcoming and comfortable

environment for family and friends to enjoy all summer.  See you at the Pool! 

 

T H E  P A R L I A M E N T  P A N T H E R S

H A V E  B R O U G H T  S O  M U C H

J O Y  A N D  W A R M T H  I N T O  M Y

L I F E .  I  W O U L D  N O T  B E  T H E

P E R S O N  I  A M  T O D A Y

W I T H O U T  E A C H  A N D  E V E R Y

P E R S O N  I  M E T  A N D  T H E

M A N Y  W O N D E R F U L

E X P E R I E N C E S  I  H A D  W I T H

T H E  S W I M  T E A M .

- N I C K  G O L D

C L E A N - U P  D A Y

S O C I A L  E V E N T S

     In March, the Social Committee had our first Social Planning Meeting for the season. Be ready to see new and

returning events on the calendar, like raft night, family dinners, adult night, senior swim, and a family day! We have room

for more events, so if you want to volunteer to host or support an event, please email the Social Committee chair,

Rachael Graham Lussos, by emailing the pool board at board@parliament-pool.com.

     Thank you to all who came out on March 19th.  We had a great turnout and accomplished a lot in a short time. Our

next volunteer opportunity is April 23. Please come out and support the pool if you can! Areas of focus are as follows: 

· Planting a variety of perennial plants and ground cover on the hillside and around the grounds 

· Filling planters with soil and annuals to arrange around the deck 

· Deep cleaning and scrubbing the grime from the furniture 

· Power washing the deck 

· Cleaning multi-Purpose room, kitchen, and refrigerators 

· Power washing and deep cleaning bathrooms 

· Jason Burnside will lead the tree crew again with his chain saw as we still have some dying trees to take down 

     PPA will have on hand some supplies including scrubbing brushes and cleaning supplies. Planters and potting soil will

also be available.  Please bring your own gloves or tools that will make the job go easier. 

     Parliament Pool is soliciting donations of annuals. Examples include: Petunias, Panzy, Violas, Impatient and other

annuals that enjoy full sun and make for nice arrangements. 

     We are also soliciting donations of perennial plants (plants that come back every year) and ground cover for the

hillside. Examples include hosta, liriope, ornamental grasses, pachysandra, evergreen shrubs, azalea, Black Eyed Susan,

and other flowering plants or shrubs that will help crowd out weeds and vines on the hillside.

     Please use the Sign-Up Genius to volunteer or to donate annuals or perennials.  And remember, 5 hours of volunteer

work qualifies you for a return of your Service Fee (donations do not count toward volunteer hours):

                                 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A45A9AF2CA0F85-parliament3

mailto:board@parliament-pool.com


     We're so excited that over 100 of you have already joined the pool for the summer! We've got a great contingent of

returning members, but are also thrilled to welcome new SSP's and full members - we hope that everyone will enjoy the

improvements we've made in the off season ro make Parliament Pool even better! The early bird deadline has come and

gone, but membership is still a huge value benefit and a wonderful place to spend your summer. Reach out to Charlotte

Hannagan at xarlot@gmail.com or 484-431-6448 to learn more about membership.

L A P  L A N E S  

M E M B E R S H I P

S S P  V S  M E M B E R

S W I M  &  D I V E

     On the heels of last year's Swim-a-Thon fundraiser, the Swim and Dive

Team has made several investments that will benefit both the Team and the

Pool.  One of these is a new Logo Canopy that will be used throughout the

season to show Team and Pool Pride.  To go along with the Canopy, we will

also see 2 14' Logo Flags and 2 Canopy Backwalls.  They will feature the new

Panther Logo and team colors, which will match our new swimsuit, also black

with Team Logo.  Expect to see more of what the Swim and Dive Team have

contributed to the Pool in next month's Newsletter. 

     Back by popular demand, Lap Lanes will be available to reserve via

Sign-Up Genius on the Pool Website beginning May 1.  45-minute time

slots will be available for reservation during pool hours, except during

special events such as Raft Nights.  2 lap lanes will be available

Monday-Friday, excluding holidays.  1 lap lane will be available

Saturday, Sunday, and Holidays.  6 lap lanes will be available during

home Dive Meets on Tuesday July 5 and Tuesday July 19. 

mailto:xarlot@gmail.com


P A N T H E R

S P O T L I G H T
J I M  K E L L E Y

 J O I N E D  2 0 0 9 / M E M B E R  S I N C E  2 0 1 2

A R O U N D  T H E
P O O L

H O W  L O N G  H A V E  Y O U  B E E N  A  M E M B E R  A N D

W H Y  D I D  Y O U  J O I N   P A R L I A M E N T  P O O L ?

W H A T  D O  Y O U  L I K E  B E S T  A B O U T

P A R L I A M E N T  P O O L ?  

W H A T ' S  Y O U R  B E S T  M E M O R Y  O F  T H E  P O O L ?

D I V I N G  B O A R D  O R  L A P  L A N E S ?

H O W  H A S  T H E  P O O L  C H A N G E D  O V E R  T H E

Y E A R S ?

Our family first joined Parliament Pool in 2009 while I was still on

Active Duty.  We became members in 2012 after I retired from the

Marine Corps and we stayed in the area.  We'll be Parliament

members as long as we are Kings Park-ers. 

We love how it brings the "big neighborhood" together, giving

members the chance to meet families from all over the extended

Kings Park community.

Opening day my first year on the Board--seeing everything

successfully come together in time for the first brave souls to

take a chilly May plunge.

Diving boards!  The Kelleys certainly get use out of the lap

lanes, but the diving boards are the best. 

Only our view of a normal pool day...we went from being one

of the families chasing young kids, to one that smiles watcing

others chase...

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E  S N A C K  T O  G E T

A T  C O N C E S S I O N S ?  

Frozen fruit bars--food allergy neutral!

W H A T  W A S  T H E  M O S T  R E W A R D I N G  A S P E C T

A B O U T  B E I N G  O N  T H E  P O O L  B O A R D ?

Getting a real appreciation for the effort required from board

members and a ton of other volunteers to make the pool a

success every year. 



P A N T H E R

E X C L U S I V E
B Y  N I C K  G O L D

 P A R L I A M E N T  P A N T H E R  S I N C E  A G E  6

My name is Nick Gold, and I was a fifteen-year

member of the Parliament Panthers Swim and Dive

family. My brother and sister swam on the team, my

mom served as team rep for years, and eventually I

became a coach of the team. This article is my story

with the Parliament Panthers and a brief look into the

history of the wonderful pool my family still calls home.

I started when I was six, the summer after I finished kindergarten at Kings Park Elementary School. Several of my friends

from school and from around the neighborhood had joined the team with me, so I immediately felt at home. But that first

summer was tough. I swam breaststroke at every A Meet and, predictably for a six-year-old, disqualified every time. As an

incredibly competitive child, I wanted nothing more than to get that breaststroke legal so I could be like the older kids on

the team. By the end of that first summer, I had yet to master breaststroke, but I was counting down the days until the next

season when I would get it for sure. I was officially hooked on the sport.

When I was nine, Royal Pool, the other pool in the neighborhood located where Kings Park Playground currently sits, shut

down. With its closing, every kid in the Kings Park neighborhood was now swimming at Parliament Pool. The swim team now

had double the people and was as competitive as it had ever been. My friends from that summer would continue to be my

best friends all throughout high school. We would wake up, bike ourselves to morning practices, spend our entire day at the

pool playing games we’d invent, then do it all again the next day. By the end of the summer, my bathing suit tan looked like

I had spray-painted my thighs white. Through pep rallies, talent shows and scavenger hunts, fun-Fridays at Chuck E.

Cheese and the movies, and many hours spent begging our parents not to leave the pool, we became a crew that lasted

for a long time.

As I grew older, I wanted nothing more than to be a coach for the team that had shaped my childhood. I strived to be just

like the big kids; leading cheers, winning races, and uplifting new swimmers on the team. I began to volunteer as an

assistant with the Mini Panthers. Seeing the look on a five-year-olds face when they learned a new skill or watching

friendships develop amongst the kids much the same way my friendships did cemented in my mind how special this team

was. The year after I started volunteering, I became an assistant coach, a position I would hold with pride for the next four

summers. There are kids in college and high school that I coached when they were five and six. The experience of watching

them grow into young adults has been humbling and nothing short of inspiring. There were many seasons when wins weren’t

easy to come by, but the spirit of the kids on the Parliament Swim Team was always present, as evidenced by our MANY

Sportsmanship Awards.

And when I graduated college in 2019, I knew I had to stay in the sport. This desire led me across the country to Colorado

Springs, Colorado, and a job at USA Swimming. I now work in the Foundation whose mission is to ensure that every child in

America, regardless of location, race, gender, socioeconomic status, or family history with water, has the opportunity to

learn the life-saving skill of swimming. And maybe a child or two along the way will be as impacted by the lessons learned

in the pool as I have been.

The Parliament Panthers have brought so much joy and warmth into my life. I would not be the person I am today without

each and every person I met and the many wonderful experiences I had with the swim team. While swimming was never my

first sport, the lessons I learned with the Panthers made me work harder in school, elevated my performance on the

lacrosse field, and taught me how to treat those around me with compassion and respect. Whether you’re the next Katie

Ledecky and Caeleb Dressel or you’ve never stepped foot in a pool before, if you join the swim and dive teams at

Parliament Pool I know you’ll find a family just like I did.
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Have something you’d like to know?  Check out the Parliament Pool website...

parliament-pool.com

Have any ideas or suggestions for the Pool Board?  Pass them along... 

Board@ParliamentPool.com 

W E  W A N T  T O  H E A R

F R O M  Y O U !

Y O U R  P O O L  B O A R D  

Mike Hunter 

Operations Chair 

Nick Rotteveel

Maintenance Chair

Rob Belloni 

President

Laura Otto

Vice President
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Michelle Stanley 

Treasurer 

Colin Wiemer 

Secretary

Editor, Parliament Press 

Charlotte Hannagan

Membership Chair

Rachael Lussos

Event Director 

Roy Edwards 

Swim & Dive Director
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Download the Sponsorship Form here:

http://www.parliament-pool.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-Parliament-

Pool-and-Swim-Dive-Sponsorship.pdf

Or contact the pool board if you have questions:

info@parliament-pool.com

Thank you very much for supporting your community!

W A N T  T O  B E C O M E

A  S P O N S O R !

P O O L  S P O N S O R S    

Employee Name
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https://www.parliament-pool.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-Parliament-Pool-and-Swim-Dive-Sponsorship.pdf

